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Command-X invites you to the release of our second vinyl album, Incisions, with two live 
music performances titled “New Machine Set Me Free”.	
	
Command-X is a music, performance, publishing, and language project by Nicholas Knight, 
featuring Valentina Traïanova and Sébastien Pluot. Our activities are diverse by design, to 
foster inclusivity, curiosity, and criticality...and because they’re fun.	
	

We prefer not to overstate things but what we produce has to do human subjectivity, as it is 
both defined and compromised by our ambivalent, hopeless, and yet joyfully generative 
relation to language, technology, and desire. (We also try to remain alert to something 
Fredric Jameson said about today's schizophrenic ethos: “It's easier to imagine the end of 
the world than the end of capitalism.”)	
	

Performances:	
Friday, September 21, 7:30 pm	
Saturday, September 22, 7:30 pm	
	

Admission is free and open to the public. All are welcome. RSVP not required.	
Refreshments will be provided by Right Now Wine.	
	

Valentina Traïanova, Nicholas Knight, Stephanie Lin, Shay Guthrie, Richard Lowenburg, 
and Sébastien Pluot play the music of Command-X, integrating multi-media and 
participatory elements, such as:	
	

A short excerpt from The Astronomer, a video by Command-X based loosely on the life of 
18th c. French astronomer Guillaume Le Gentil*, who twice attempted to observe the transit 
of Venus; Trying Not To Be Happy, in which autosuggestion texts generated by the 
audience are streamed over live music by the band; Dot Matrix, in which rolls of the dice 
choreograph elements of the show; and CUT NEW PASTE SAVE, a projected series of 
problematically displaced subjectivities.	
	
	
Record Release	

Incisions	
Full-length 12" vinyl LP in an edition of 160	
$20 	
	
Excisions	
Print Portfolio in hand-made jacket	
Edition of 32 unique examples with 8 Artist Proofs, including works by Joianne Bittle, 
Nicholas Knight, Stephanie Lin, Sébastien Pluot, and Valentina Traïanova	
$200	
	

Both also available to purchase online	
Published by Subject Predicate Projects, 2018	
	



 

 

Panel Discussion	
Translation In The Age of Cybernetics	
 
Saturday, September 21, 3 – 5 pm	
	

Invited guests (list in formation)	
Christopher Howard, critic, editor, and curator based in New York. His first book, The Jean 
Freeman Gallery Does Not Exist, will be published by MIT Press in September 2018	
Sébastien Pluot, Art historian, curator, co-director of the international research program Art 
by Translation	
	

---	
	

Nicholas Knight is an artist in New York City. He has shown extensively in the US and 
internationally, including solo exhibitions at Rectangle, Brussels; 65GRAND, Chicago; 
Steven Wolf Fine Arts, San Francisco; B2 Project Space, Seoul; Gallery 44 Centre for 
Contemporary Photography, Toronto; Eugene Binder Gallery, Marfa, Texas; and others. His 
work has been included in group exhibitions at Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, 
Rotterdam; Queens Museum, New York; CNEAI, Paris; The James Gallery at CUNY 
Graduate Center, New York; The Société, Brussels; Art Moves, Torun, Poland; La Panacée, 
Montpellier, France; The Drawing Center, New York; Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York; Banner Repeater, London; Figment, Governors Island, New York; 
Villa Arson, Nice, France; American University Museum, Washington DC; Apex Art, New 
York; Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art, New York; Vox Populi, Philadelphia; Boston 
Center for the Arts, Boston; and others. Knight was born in Indiana in 1975.	
	

http://www.command-x.net/	
https://lubovda.tumblr.com/	
http://www.artbytranslation.org/about.html	
http://nicholasknight.net/	
	

---	
        	
* Guillaume Le Gentil (1725 - 1792) was a French astronomer involved in an international 
collaborative project to measure the distance to the sun by observing the transit of Venus from 
several different points on earth. He traveled to India to observe the transit of 1761, but he was blown 
off course and his ship was at sea for the June 6 transit, making the observation impossible. He 
stayed in India for the next transit in 1769, but cloudy skies once again prevented him from making 
the observation. His return to France was beset by a series of disasters: dysentery, pirates, 
blockades, and hijackings. When he finally got home, he learned he had been declared dead, his wife 
remarried, his estate “enthusiastically plundered”. Only after great perseverance and an intervention 
from the king did he finally put his life back in order, living happily for another two decades. The 
pursuit of the code of the heavens is an epic one; but for Command-X, it is from Le Gentil's dignity in 
the face of failures both majestic and banal that we draw inspiration.	
 

 More information:  
www.emilyharveyfoundation.org 
 
 
Please note that building elevator is temporarily out of order and the EFH event space on the second floor is only accessible 
by stairs. We apologize for the inconvenience. 


